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Muscular, thick body

Thick large head

Tail fringed in orange

Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Tail fringed only in white

Head is more sleek

Body is thin, not bulky

Note overall size comparison with previous image of fox squirrel 
from the same location. Gray squirrels are substantially smaller 

animals overall.

Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)

Body fur grizzled white, strongly 
“salt and pepper”



Body fur with sections of gray and 
reddish brown, less grizzled

Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)

Although body 
is obscured, 
orange fringe in 
tail still visible



Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)

Tail clearly 
fringed in white



Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)



Eastern Gray Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)

Sleek, thin body



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)

Large head, salt/pepper body fur 
and orange tail fringe all visible



Tail fringed in orange

Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Tail is broad and bulky, nearly 
same size as body

Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Test Yourself
Use in slideshow mode, species name will appear after next click



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Note that it is hard to distinguish 
color from these infrared photos. 
In this case the size and width of 
the tail, and the size and width of 
the head can be used for ID. For 
many infrared images though, it is 
too difficulty to distinguish these 
species.

Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



It is often difficulty to distinguish these squirrels 
without color, but in this case, the large head 
size and thickness of the tail is distinctive. You 
can compare head size to the gray squirrel in 
the next photo, taken on the same log.

Fox squirrel (Sciurus niger)



Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)


