Name _____________________________ Date ___________________________

eMammal Inferences and Data Worksheet

Mark the following scenarios as inferences or observations.

	Scenario
	Inference or Observation?

	You measure the temperature of the Atlantic Ocean to be 65 degrees Fahrenheit

	

	You see a number of cats come around every night and conclude that your neighbor is leaving out milk
	

	After a long rain storm, you measure 5 different species foot prints in the mud. There are 5 different species that live nearby.
	

	You look at your rain gauge and see that 2 inches of rain fell in the storm
	



Reflect on the scenarios you marked as inferences. Do you think these inferences are correct? Why or why not? What other information would you need to be more confident in these inferences?




Mark the following data sources as reliable or not. Explain why for each.

	Data Source
	Reliable or Not?
	Why?

	Yahoo Answers

	
	

	Google Earth Images

	
	

	Peer reviewed science journal article
	
	

	National Forest Service website
	
	

	Wikipedia

	
	



What pieces of information do you look for to determine if a data source is reliable or not? Review the following instructional reading for ideas: http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/howdoi/webeval.html


Name _____________________________ Date ___________________________

eMammal Inferences and Data Worksheet - ANSWER KEY

Mark the following scenarios as inferences or observations.

	Scenario
	Inference or Observation?

	You measure the temperature of the Atlantic Ocean to be 65 degrees Fahrenheit
	observation

	You see a number of cats come around every night and conclude that your neighbor is leaving out milk
	inference

	After a long rain storm, you measure 5 different species foot prints in the mud. There are 5 different species that live nearby.
	inference 

	You look at your rain gauge and see that 2 inches of rain fell in the storm
	observation



Reflect on the scenarios you marked as inferences. Do you think these inferences are correct? Why or why not? What other information would you need to be more confident in these inferences?
No. More investigation would be needed to make a clear or solid conclusion.



Mark the following data sources as reliable or not and why

	Data Source
	Reliable or Not?
	Why?

	Yahoo Answers

	Not
	Anyone can answer. Check author, affiliation, publication date, and sources.

	Google Earth Images

	Not
	Check date for satellite images. Photos can be published by anyone. 

	Peer reviewed science journal article
	Reliable
	Reviewed by multiple scientists

	National Forest Service website
	Reliable
	Reviewed and fact-checked by NFS.

	Wikipedia

	Not
	



What pieces of information do you look for to determine if a data source is reliable or not? Review the following instructional reading for ideas: http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/howdoi/webeval.html
Determine the author, check the sources if provided, look for additional, trusted sources that make the same statements. Look at URL to determine whether it’s a reputable site.

